Fairfield Nursery School

Graduated Response:
Supporting Children and Families
with Special Educational Needs
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“Children have a Special Educational Need if they have a learning difficulty which calls for
Special Educational provision to be made for them”.

As defined by the code of Practice 2014 for those who have Special Educational Needs
and disabled children.

The aim of this booklet is to support you in
understanding the process we follow to
support all children at Fairfield. If you have
any worries or concerns about your child
please speak to your child’s keyworker,
Heather or Sacha.

Within this booklet, we have identified and
explained the process we go through to
ensure we meet all your child’s needs. The
booklet also explain the roles of the
professionals we may refer your child too.

If you have shared a concern with us about
your child there are different pathways we
follow to ensure we meet your child’s need.

We are here to make it right for every child
and strive to ensure they get the best early
years education.

Please feel free to talk to us any time or if you
prefer you can ring or email us on the
contact information below.

Phone us: 01254 231589

Email: heather.fleming@fairfield.lancs.sch.uk
head@fairfield.lancs.sch.uk




SEND Code of Practice.
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The SEND code of practice is an official government guide for teachers who work
with children who have Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND). It
focuses on a family centered system of care and education. The document
provides statutory guidance on duties, policies and procedures. It is in place to
support children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN) and
disabled children and young people under the age of 25 years.

This statutory code contains:
. Details of legal requirements that must be followed.
. Statutory guidance that must be followed by law.

It explains the duties of local authorities, health bodies, schools and colleges to
provide for those with special educational needs under part 3 of the Children
and Families Act 2014.

The code is followed by all professionals:

Head teachers

Governing bodies

School and college staff

Special educational needs (SEN) coordinator (SENCo)
Early Years' providers

Other education settings

Local authorities

Health and social services staff



Fairfield believes that all children are enftitfled to an education that enables
them to achieve their full potential and meet our Image of the Child. School
staff have worked collaboratively on Making Children’s Learning Visible. The
following statements describe how we would like to see children and what we
see as being most important for our young learners.

A Communicator
A child that is able to express themselves effectively in their own unique way,
showing awareness of others.

Reflective

A reflective child is one that has an awareness of self, is thoughtful and
considerate. They are motivated to try again, find out more and review their
work and test ideas.

An Explorer
A child, who is curious, fascinated and inspired by the world around them.
They take risks and can be independent in their explorations.

Creative

A child that embraces learning in a creative and imaginative way. They try
different methods to problem solving using remarkable and interesting
approaches.

Resilient

A resilient child is confident. They are secure emotionally and in their
environment. They are able to learn by trial and error and bounce back when
they are confronted with difficult situations.




Identifying Children who need further support. T

Early identification of needs is important in order to ensure that children do not
fall behind or lose their self-esteem. Many children experience difficulties at
different times in their lives and it is important that any difficulties are identified
and supported in the best possible way.

There are four broad categories of need. The purpose of identifying which
category applies to a child is to work out what action we need to take, not to
label the child or fit them into a category. We always consider the needs of
the whole child, particularly the Characteristics of Effective Learning as
detailed in the EYFS.

There are four categories:

Communication and interaction
Physical sensory

Cognition and learning

Social, mental and emotional health

When a child needs individual provision, above and beyond other children then
they are placed on the school’s SEND register. We use a self-evaluation inquiry
processes to create a provision map. This details adjustments we make to meet
the needs of all children.

e Fairfield strives to work in partnership with parents.

e If there are immediate concerns about a child's learning and
development, these will be acted upon straight away and further support
requested from relevant agencies and professionals.

e Where a child’s baseline is cause for concern. These children will be closely
monitored and their learning, development and progress reviewed more
frequently; to establish what appropriate next steps may be needed.

e All staff have a responsibility to listen carefully to children’s voices and to
regularly observe children.



The process we follow:

Observing children:
Staff work closely with their key
group and the other children within

the setting. Key observations of your |:>

child’s development are observed,
these are used as one method of
assessing your child.

Discussion with parents:

If there is any cause for
concern then your child’s
keyworker or the teacher will
ask you to come in for a chat
to discuss these with you.
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Implementation of actions from discussion:

Any actions that have been discussed will now be put in place, this might be a
referral to another service or putting in place some focused teaching targets
to work on at home and at Nursery. We refer to this as a targeted teaching

plan. M
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6 week review:

You child will be closely supported and monitored throughout this process.
After around 6 weeks of implementing some further support your child’s
progress will be reviewed. We will ask you to speak to us about your thoughts
and the progress your child has achieved since the last discussion.
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Referral to other services:

At this point it will be clearer if your child
needs further support from other services.
This may be Speech and Language,
physiotherapy, support from the specialist
teacher. This is a decision that we make
together with you as the parent, we will
not submit request for involvement
without parental consent. All the roles of
these professionals are discussed in the
next pages of this booklet.
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SEND register:

At this point you will be asked
to sign the SEND register for
your child. This is legally
required so we have
confirmation of your consent.
It is a document that we hold
in school to monitor children
who need additional support.
We are not able to refer to
additional services if you do
not sign and agree your child
can be placed on this register.
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Targeted Learning Plan:

Your child will how have a TLP (targeted learning plan). This details smaller
identified targets linked specifically to your child’s learning and development.
These are to be worked on at home as well as in Nursery and will be reviewed
every half term. If children achieve these targets sooner then they will be

adapted and changed when necessary.




The WAVE approach:

The Wave approach is a way of showing the graduated response to
children and the pathways that we follow to support their individual needs.
As children need above and beyond the curriculum being taught then they
will move up to the next wave.

Wave 3
Specialist, individualised

support and provision.
Wave 2: PP P

Additional, targeted
Wave 1: support and provision.
Universal services

On the next page you can see clearly what each wave involves and how
as you move through the waves the increase in support and individualised
provision that would be provided for your child.



Wave 1: Universal services o
e

All children have access to a rich and broad curriculum, their progress will be
monitored and assessed through the developmental levels of:

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS)
Wellcomm - Speech and Language assessments.
Children’s Learning Journeys.

Laever's theory of Wellbeing and involvement.

Keyworkers meet with parents/carers each half term to discuss children’s
achievements and progress. This is shared through: informal coffee meetings at
the end of the half term, formal parent meetings that are held at the end of
the school term and image of the child snap shots and learning stories are
shared with parents on a regular basis.

Wave 2: Additional, targeted support and provision

If a child has been assessed and is working developmentally lower than those
of their chronological age or are not making progress, then the SENCO will
consider moving to Wave 2. This means that the SENCO will infroduce the
following measures to support the child;

e Targeted activities or one to one time in session focusing on the specific
needs on the individual child.

e Planned interventions.

e Targeted resources or adjusting the environment if needed.

Wave 3: Specialist, individualised support and provision.

Children who have an unmet additional need will be at Wave 3. At this stage
children will be monitored through a Targeted Learning Plan (TLP). Targeted
learning plans are written by the child’s keyworker with support from the Class
teacher / SENCO and parents. An informal discussion / meeting is held at the
beginning of the term to identify the child’s targets and again at the end of
the term to evaluate the TLP and deicide on possible next steps. If a child
meets the targets earlier than this then they are changed at the relevant time.
Other professionals’ reports are used to influence the targets being set.




Professionals and their roles:

It is important that we use the skills and knowledge of all professionals and to
build on each other’s strengths. We do this to ensure that your child is getting a
well-rounded and inclusive approach and is able to gain the best Early Years
education they can.

Over the next few pages we have tried to explain the roles of some of the
professionals and services that we refer into for further support, advice and
guidance.

These are:
e Portage
Your child’s health visitor
The Children and Family Well Being Service
Specialist Teacher
Community Paediatrician
Child Development Centre
A CAF and TAF process
Speech and Language therapy
Physiotherapy
Occupational Therapy
Educational Psychologist
Educational Health and Care plan Process.
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What is Portage?

Portage is a home visiting educational service for children under the age
of 3 years and is available from birth or when additional support becomes
apparent.

Portage services are run by Lancashire County Council and you can find
details by contacting your local family information services or speaking to
your child’s key worker or the SENCO for further support.

Specially frained home visitors will arrange and visit you regularly to
support you, your child and family to enjoy play and learning activities.
Portage supports parents and practitioners to use a small steps approach
to learning, breaking down long term goals into achievable targets, which
are practical and relevant.

You will have the opportunity to discuss a developmental plan which will
detail your child’s strengths and abillities, along with deciding some next
steps and future learning goals. As a school we will work closely with
Portage and ensure we are supporting your child’s needs and continuing
the identified support while they are accessing this provision.

Portage have their own set of principles and | have included these below
to give you an idea of the support they are able to offer.

Portage
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www.portage.org.uk
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Health Visitor:

Before your child was born they would have been assigned a health visitor, this
is normally written in the front of your child’s red book with their contact details.
This is your first port of call for any none urgent issues relating to your child's
health and well-being.

Your health visitor will arrange developmental checks up until your child is aged
5. Although if you have any concerns you can contact them at any time.
Health visitors have a vast range of knowledge and are great to share your
concerns with and signposting you to other services if needed.

When your child reaches the age of 2 years they will have a ‘2

year development check’, often this is completed around 30 months or 2 V%
years, it is in two parts. Part one is carried out by the health visitor and the
second part by the educational setting your child is attending. This is when any
concerns regarding reaching milestones or any queries you may have about
your child’s development can be discussed.

It is important then when your child has been visited by the health visitor and
had a developmental check carried out that you bring this into Nursery for your
child’'s keyworker to see. If there are any concerns identified then we can work
with yourself and your child to support them and reach the desired

goals identified. Your child’s key worker may take a photocopy or the yellow
slip attached to your child’s development check from their red book. This will
allow them to discuss it further with SENCo and put in place any further support
is necessary for your child.
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Children and Family Well-Being service:

The children and family well-being service was formed from children’s centres
and young people service. They support families and children between the
age on birth to 19 years and children with special educational needs /
disabilities up to the age of 285.

Their support can come in many different ways; they offer groups or individual
support and this can be in centre or within the family home.

They offer different services across a range of locations to meet the needs of
the local community including:

Support for individual children, young people or their families
Health services — ranging from health visitors to breastfeeding
Parenting advice for mums, dads and careers

Activities and groups where your baby, toddler or child can play and
learn

. A place to pick up Healthy Start vitamins and tablets

Advice to help you to support your child’s learning from birth

A great place to make new friends

Connecting with the local community

. Access to specialist support for families with children with
disabilities/additional needs

. Groups for expectant mums and dads

. Advice and guidance on how to keep you and your child healthy
« Sensory rooms

. Information about local childcare

. Groups for young people to attend

. Advice for young people

. Help to access adult learning opportunities

. Advice on jobs, training, and benefits

. Opportunities for volunteering

hitps://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families



http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/youthzone/get-in-touch.aspx
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families
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A range of professionals may work together to support your family such e
as Nursery, workers from Children's Social Care, Police, housing services, the
local district council, Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service and the Adult
Wellbeing Service.

Our local centre is: The Park,
Norfolk Grove, Church, Accrington BB5 4RY
Tel: 01200 420460

There are other centers in this area and further information can be found on
the www.Lancashire.gov.uk or you can ask us in Nursery for further information.



http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/
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What is a Specialist Teacher? s

This is a service for children who are 3 years and older and for most children is
a contfinuation of Portage. Although if children’s needs are identified early
and significant enough they might access this service from an earlier age.

Nursery would refer into this service to gain extra support and advice from the
local specialist teacher. The specialist teacher will then arrange termly visits to
Nursery to observe your child. From this observation they will write a report with
possible next steps to support your child’s learning and development.

They also suggest further services that we could refer into to support your child
and their next steps.

There are also specialist teacher for the following:
- Hearing impairment
- Visually impaired
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Role of the Community Paediatrician:

Community pediatricians are developmental paediatrician’s. They have a
clinic where they see children and young people in an out patients capacity.
They do not manage medical difficulties where there are no developmental
concerns.

A community paediatrician will support your child and the family through the
process of supporting your child and gaining a diagnosis if this is deemed
needed. They work with children who have the following:

. Physical disabilifies.

. Children with delayed milestones (speech, motor, social communication,
play skills)

. Diagnosis of development disorder.

. Significant hearing or visual impairments.

. Social communication difficulties.

. Developmental and learning assessment.

. Known learning difficulties or genetic conditions.

If you feel you need this service you can go to your child’s GP and they are
able to refer you or you can speak to us and we can also do this for you. The
community Paediatrician will sign post you to the services within the Child
Development Centre (CDC).
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Child Development Centre:

The local child development centre is Holly House which is located on the
bottom level of the Acorn Centre in Accrington, although they are now also
located at the Rainbow Center in Burnley, depending on the services you are
accessing.

The service they provide are:
e Multi-disciplinary assessment of pre-school children.
Small group therapy sessions
Individual appointments
Home visits
Parental support for children with development difficulties
Opportunities to meet other parents with similar experiences.

All children that attend the child development centre would be under the care
of a consultant community pediatrician, who would refer your child into this
service.
Staff that work there include:

e Administrators

o Specialist health visitors

e Children’s nurses

Early year's developoment pracfitioners.| Rainbow Child Development Cenire
Pediatric clinic support workers.

Area 7, Level 1 Burnley General

The following professional may use the HOSIO”0|L COSTGEO“ Ssﬁ%nﬁf' Burnley
building to support families involved in pncashire Q
the following services: TEL: 01282 803605

e Physiotherapist

e Speech and language therapist
e Occupational therapist )
e Psychology Holly House Child Development
. Centre
e Genetics
e Orthoptist Acorn Primary Health Care Cenftre
e Nursery 421 Blackburn Road Accrington BB5
e Health visitors IRT
e Portage

Tel: 01254 736232
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(Lancashire Common Assessment Framework / Team around the
family)

A CAF, common assessment framework, is a document that is completed by a
professional who is working with the family to support the child with an
additional need. This is including physical, emotional and learning needs or if
there is an unmet need. The CAF is generally used with children and young
people up to the age of 18, although can be used beyond the age of 18 if
appropriate.

The purpose of a CAF assessment form is to gather information about the whole
family and the family background. This allows us and you, to identify factors
that you may need further support with. When a CAF form is completed it will
be signed by parents and the lead professional. It is submitted to the CAF
office, these hold all the copies of the paper work.

Around every 6 weeks or as and when needed there will be a meeting called
a TAF, Team Around the Family meeting. This is a meeting where all
professionals meet to discuss the support and the ongoing process to ensure
everyone is working together. Minutes are taken and written up and goals are
set for the family and professionals to follow and achieve by the date agreed.

To continue through the Special Educational Needs process to gain
Educational Health and Care plans there may need to be a CAF open to be
able to follow the SEND process. This will be discussed with you by the SENCo if
this is needed.
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Speech and Language (SALT):

Speech and Language therapists provide support for children who have
difficulties with communication, eating, drinking and swallowing. They work with
children who for physical or psychological reasons have problems speaking
and communicating. Speech therapy provides strategies to support children in
using their voice properly and using the muscles to make the right sounds. They
help people understand language and express themselves.

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s speech and language or
Nursery have any inifial concerns then you can speak to your child’s key worker
or Heather. From this discussion we can identify what it is we are concerned
about and put a plan in place to support your child’s needs. If a referral is felt
necessary then the school SENCo is able to refer you into this service as well as
your child’s health visitor or GP.

The Park located Norfolk Grove, Church, Accrington BBS 4RY, offer a Friday
morning drop in session between 9am-11am. This is session where you come
with your child and they will be seen by a therapist. They will then provide you
with strategies to support your child’s development and offer a further clinic
appointment if they feel a specialist offer is needed. This is the most effective
way to see a speech therapist currently and is a lovely session to attend.

When the referral has been processed the support is given by a speech
therapist. Support will be tailored to individual children. Children are given a
program that they are supporting working on at home and these strategies are
passed onto Nursery for them to work on to. Nursery are supported by Speech
therapist to ensure a consistent approach for your child.
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Physiotherapy (Physio)

Physiotherapy is aimed at helping children to develop and maintain their
mobility skills, range of joint movement, muscle strength, and motor skills. They
give advice on activities to help to improve children’s access to the curriculum.

You would be referred to Physio if you have had a medical injury such as a soft
tissue injury. Although as a school we would refer into this service if a child is
showing physical and learning disabilities and if a child is displaying
development delays in their milestones. This may be things such as head
conftrol, sitting balance, crawling and walking skills.

Physiotherapy departments may issue specialist equipment such as standing
frames to aid your child’s learning and development. If your child needs any
equipment then staff at nursery will be trained how to safely put your child in
and take them out of the equipment. Your child’s physiotherapist would visit
nursery on a regular basis to review the equipment and adjust it when needed.

Occupational Therapy (OT)

Occupational therapy (OT) is a branch of health care that helps people of all
ages who have sensory, cognitive or physical barriers. OT services are there to
help children regain their independence in all areas of their lives. They try to
support this through everyday activities, exercises and other therapies.

OT support children to develop their fine motor skills so they are able to grasp
and release toys, ensuring the building blocks are in place for handwriting. They
focus on their hand eye coordination and master independent life skills such as
bathing, dressing and self-feeding.

We would refer to OT if we felt we needed any specialist equipment to help
build your child’s independence. These include:
e Wheelchairs
Splints
Bathing equipment
Dressing devices
Communication aids.
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Educational Psychologist assessment (EP)

The Educational psychology service is a team of psychologists who have
specialist fraining in child development and how children learn. The role of the
educational psychologist is to support schools and families if children are
experiencing barriers to their learning. An EP request will be sent in by the
School SENCO and has to be signed by you as the parent/guardian of the

child.

If a request for an educational psychologist assessment is submitted in can take
up to 3 months for them to confirm a date for a meeting to discuss this further. A
timeline of the process can be found below.

Assessment is organised by school. Your child will need 1o be on @

targeted learning plan; a reviewed TLP.plan and.a new TLP will need

to be in place before we can send this in to panel.

v

School willreceive aletter stafing if Educational Psychologist
involvement has been agreed. If it has then we have to wait for
them to contact.us for a date to confinue.

v

(

\.

An Educational Psychologist will ing and make an appointment to
talk to Nursery and yourselves, as parents, about your child. They will
also arrange a time where they can come and observe your child in

\

Nursery and gather further information. )

U

(

.

\
After the observation visit we then have to wait for the EP to send

through their report. This will have some specific targets and
suggestions for us to follow. These will then be implemented onto
your child’s Targeted Learning Planning (TLP).

J




Educational Health Care Process (EHC)

An EHC plan should clearly explain how your child will be supported in their
Education, Health and Care needs, to achieve their full potential. It is a plan
for long term aspirations as well as transition times, such as your child’s move
from Nursery School to Primary School. EHC plans are reviewed every 6
months if your child is under 5 years old and 12 months if above, parents are
involved in these reviews.

If your child is not making expected progress, despite the careful planning
and additional support that has been put in place, then you can request an
EHC assessment. This is to be discussed with your child’s keyworker and then
the SENCo at Nursery. Nursery needs parent’s permission to request an EHC
assessment although you can request one yourself.

An EHC assessment’s aim it to provide a rounded picture of a child strengths
and needs and to consider what support is required for them to make
increased progress. Also to ensure we have the necessary support in place for
when children leave Nursery School and start Primary School. This is set out in
a detailed EHC plan and agreed by you. The EHC plan is a legal document
and all the organisations and services named in it must comply with the plan
for your child.

When it has been discussed and decided that an EHC application should be
written then the SENCo will work closely with parents to fill in the necessary
applications forms and gather the desired evidence to support the
application.

On receiving a request for an EHC assessment, the local council have six
weeks to decide whether to assess your child’s needs. The full assessment
process can take up to 20 weeks. This is due to contacting all necessary
professionals as well as yourself and the panel being able to meet and discuss
your child’s need. You can see a flow chart of the process on the next page.

Your views are included throughout the process, and you are supported to
take part in the decisions that are being made around your child. Your child’s
view is also very important, this may involve someone observing your child
while they are in Nursery School as well as you being an advocate for your
child and being their voice.



Flow chart to show the process and timescale of

an EHC assessment.

Timescale

6 weeks
Max

12 weeks

20 weeks

g e Nursery will gather all necessary 2
evidence and fill in the ~\
application for an EHC A facilitator will
assessment. contact you who
. J )
will become your
f main point of
e Local Authority receives a request confact. y
for assessment.
o Eligibility criteria evaluated. (You will be invited )
. to attend @
r meeting with your
e Facilitator meets with you. facilitator. D
e Assessment is discussed.
) Possble glc’res for multi-agency [You will be invh‘ed\
meeting is agreed.
to attend an
\. assessment co-

-

authority
Local authority decides whether
to draw up an EHC plan or map of
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ordination
Assessment is underfaken. meeting with
Multi-agency coordinated : professionals
assessment. meetfing is held. involved with your
Working document sent tolocal child. J

support.
j

r
e Draft EHC planis sent to you for
comments (16 weeks).
e The final EHC plan is then issued (20
weeks).
.

s

During this stage \
you will be sent out

a draft plan to

agree before
consultation with

your preferred

school. Another
meeting can be
requested to

discuss outstanding
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Useful website and booklets for reference. L

Please ask if you need a printed copy of any of the booklets referred to below.

e The Department for Education has published a Guide for Parents on the
SEND Code of Practice which can be accessed at:
hitps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-
and-carers

e What to expect When — https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-
the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf

e lLocal offer —There is a link this on the School website.
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-
educational-needs-and-disabilities/

e Information, advice and support services — Network for SEND
hitps://lancsyoungpeoplefamilyservice.co.uk/send/

e Special Needs Jungle - www.specialneedsjungle.com

e EHCP journeys — www.ehcpjourneys.com



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers
https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf
https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/
https://lancsyoungpeoplefamilyservice.co.uk/send/
http://www.specialneedsjungle.com/
http://www.ehcpjourneys.com/
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